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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract is 169 words long: 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not 
exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape 
used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, 
such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure 
sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text 
for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 



2. The title of the invention is not descriptive as it is simply "Catheter", which is very broad 
in scope. A new title is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are 
directed. 



Claim Objections 
3. Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In regards to claim 6, change "fist handling portion" to "first handling portion". 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/5 1 8,822 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3767 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6, 8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yoon 
(US 5,921,993), in view of Townsend (US 6,066,102). 

In regards to claim 6, Yoon teaches an instrument [416] (Figures 29-31) used by being 
inserted from outside of a body into a coelem (Abstract) and reaching a distal end thereof to a 
target region while a proximate end thereof being remained outside of the body (Figure 20). 
Though Figure 20 shows the use of another embodiment of the instrument [216], the preferred 
embodiment of the instrument [416] is intended to be inserted into the body in the same way with 
the proximate end of the instrument outside of the body and the distal end of the instrument 
inside of the body, since instrument [416] is simply a modification of instrument [216] (column 
24, lines 39-47). Said instrument [416] comprises: 

a. a forceps mechanism having a first handling portion (handle [440]) at the 
proximate end and a grasping portion (grasping members [450A][450B]) at the distal 
end, the grasping portion being configured to open and close in conjunction with 
manipulation at the first handling portion (column 25, lines 2-7), and being capable of 
holding the target region (Abstract, "grasping an anatomical tubular structure at the 
internal operative site with a grasping member of the instrument... ") 

b. an injection mechanism having a second handling portion (hand grip [421]) at the 
proximate end, and an injection needle (needle [404]) at the distal end, the injection 
needle being configured to be moved forward up to a position to be protruded from the 
distal end, and to be moved back up to a position to be stored inside of the distal end 
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(column 25, lines 20-27), the injection mechanism being capable of puncturing the target 
region with the injection needle (column 25, lines 52-54) and injecting injectant into the 
target region (column 25, lines 54-56) 
Yoon does not state that the instrument [416] is a catheter; however, a catheter is defined as a 
tubular medical device for insertion into canals, vessels, passageways, or body cavities, usually 
to permit injection or withdrawal of fluids or to keep a passage open. Since the instrument of 
Yoon is a tubular medical device that is inserted into a body cavity and the instrument has a 
needle to inject fluid into the body cavity, Yoon indirectly teaches that said instrument is a 
catheter. Yoon does not teach that the forceps mechanism has a link mechanism configured to 
open and close the grasping portion corresponding shifting of the grasping portion. Townsend et 
al teaches a biopsy device (Figure 11) having a forceps mechanism [28] with a link mechanism 
(link coupling [297] with links [296] [298]) configured to open and close the grasping portion 
(first jaw [306] and second jaw [308]) corresponding shifting of the grasping portion (column 12, 
lines 38-45). It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the forceps mechanism of Yoon to incorporate the link 
mechanism, as taught by Townsend et al, in a modified device of Yoon and Townsend et al, as 
the links [296] [298] will function to minimize stress upon the grasping portion, which in turn 
will minimize stress felt by the patient, since the grasping portion will grasp and hold a target 
region of the patient's body. 
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In regards to claim 8, Yoon teaches that the forceps mechanism (Figures 29-3 1) 
comprises a lock device (locking mechanism [447]) that forbids the grasping portion 
[45 OA] [45 OB] opening and closing (column 25, lines 5-9). 

In regards to claim 10, Yoon teaches that the injection mechanism (Figures 29-31) 
comprises a lock device (locking mechanism [447']) that forbids the injection needle moving 
back (column 25, lines 30-36). 

6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yoon (US 
5,921,993) and Townsend et al, as apphed to claim 6 above, and further in view of Yoon (US 
5,665,100). 

In regards to claim 7, Yoon ('993) does not teach a spring biasing the grasping portion of 
the forceps mechanism to a closed configuration, since Yoon ('993) teaches that the grasping 
portion [45 OA] [45 OB] is made of resilient, flexible, or spring materials, or materials having 
shape memory, to be resiliently biased toward an open configuration while being movable to a 
closed configuration and back to the open configuration (column 8, lines 49-57). Yoon ('100) 
teaches an endoscope instrument with a forceps mechanism (Figures 2-3, forceps unit [11]) that 
is configured to bias a grasping portion (jaws [18] [20]) to a direction to close the grasping 
portion with the force of a spring (helical coil spring bias member [53]) (column 7, lines 14-28). 
Based on the teachings of Yoon ('100), it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate a spring to the forceps 
mechanism of Yoon ('993), in a modified device of Yoon ('993), Townsend et al, and Yoon 
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('100), as biasing the grasping portion to a closed configuration, at the beginning of the medical 
procedure, will ensure a smooth entry of the catheter into the body without inadvertent snagging 
of anatomical tissue, which may occur if the grasping portion is in an open configuration 
(column 2, lines 30-33). 

7. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yoon (US 
5,921,993) and Townsend et al, as applied to claim 6 above, and fiirther in view of Yoon (US 
3,870,048). 

In regards to claim 9, Yoon ('993) does not teach a spring biasing the injection needle to 
move in a backwards direction into the injection mechanism, as Yoon ('993) only teaches that 
the extent that the second handling portion [421] is squeezed or compressed controls the 
extension or retraction of the needle [404] (column 25, lines 23-32). Yoon ('048) teaches a 
needle instrument (Figures 15-16) with an injection mechanism configured to bias an injection 
needle (hollow rod [46] with hole [47]) (column 5, lines 42-51). Based on the teachings of Yoon 
('048), it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate a spring to the injection mechanism of Yoon ('993), in a 
modified device of Yoon ('993), Townsend et al, and Yoon ('048), as biasing the needle to a 
retracted configuration, at the beginning of the medical procedure, will ensure a smooth entry of 
the catheter into the body without an inadvertent needle stick to the user or to an incorrect target 
site of the patient's body. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: Takayama et al (JP 05-184535). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shefali D. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 270-3645. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8am-5pm Eastern time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin C. Sirmons can be reached on (571) 272-4965. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Shefali D Patel/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3767 
03/11/2008 
/Kevin C. Sirmons/ 
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